
Fellowship Director Survey 

Dear Fellowship Program Directors and Coordinators: 

Please complete the survey below regarding your experience with the AAHKS/MSTS Adult Reconstruction and 
Musculoskeletal Oncology Fellowship Match which took place on April 21, 2020. It is critical that we receive your 
feedback by Friday, May 15th, 2020, as we seek to improve and increase the value of our program. If you have any 
questions, please contact Natalie Loper at nloper@aahks.org or 847-430-5061.  

Sincerely, 

Michael J. Taunton, MD 
Fellowship Match Committee Chair 

1. Overall, how would you rate your experience with the match process this year?  
2. Did you participate in the Adult Reconstruction/MSTS match last year?  
3. Compared with last year, how has your experience been this year? Skip if no participation last year.  
4. Is your fellowship program ACGME accredited? 
5. Has the match process contributed to any improvements or changes in your program?  
6. If yes, what changes? 
7. How many fellowship positions did you place? 
8. If your number of positions in the match has changed, please enter what caused this change. 
9. Did you request applicants send additional items to you in addition to the general application requirements? 
10. If yes, what additional items do you require? 
11. Do you believe that applicants were able to get adequate information about your program? 
12. About how many applications did you receive this year? 
13. About how many applications did you receive last year? 
14. If there was a noticeable change in the number of applications you received between last year and this year, to 

what do you attribute this change? Skip if no change. 
15. Did you plan to interview at the AAOS Annual Meeting? *** Usually, “Did you use the Academy meeting to 

interview applicants?” 
16. How many interview dates did your program have? 
17. How many applicants did you invite to interview? 
18. How many applicants did you actually interview? 
19. What was the number of interviews given per fellowship position offered? 
20. How much notice did you give to applicants prior to their interview? 
21. How many applicants canceled their interview this year prior to interview day? 
22. Starting with the 2012 match, programs and applicants were prohibited from communicating with each other 

AFTER the interview. Given the prohibition, do you feel that you were able to get adequate information about 
applicants? 

23. To the best of your knowledge, was this prohibition honored within the match? 
24. If you believe the prohibition was not honored, is your belief based on (check all that apply): Direct Knowledge, 

Assumed it was not honored by others, Hearsay/Rumors? 
25. Please make any general comments, or sugsgested areas for improvement regarding the match. 
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Fellowship Applicant Survey 

Dear Fellowship Applicant: 

Please complete the survey below regarding your experience with the AAHKS/MSTS Adult Reconstruction and 
Musculoskeletal Oncology Fellowship Match which took place on April 21, 2020. It is critical that we receive your 
feedback by Friday, May 15th, 2020, as we seek to improve and increase the value of our program. All applicant emails 
will be removed from the returned questionnaires to protect their confidentiality. No applicant identifiers will be 
included in the survey data set, and all results will be completely anonymous. If you have any questions, please contact 
Natalie Loper at nloper@aahks.org or 847-430-5061.   

Sincerely, 

Michael J. Taunton, MD 
Fellowship Match Committee Chair 

1. How many programs did you apply to? 
2. How many interviews were you offered? 
3. How many interviews did you attend?  
4. Did programs offer interviews at: AAHKS Meeting, AAOS Meeting, MSTS Meeting, their Institution, Other. 
5. Approximately how much money did you spend on the interviewing process? 
6. How many programs did you rank? 
7. How many workdays did you miss from your residency program due to interviewing? 
8. Did you apply to more programs to ensure a better chance of matching? 
9. Did you apply to more programs because of the number of applicants?  
10. Were you offered a position prior to the Match Day? If yes, explain. 
11. Did you feel pressured to accept a position? If yes, explain. 
12. Did you feel you had enough time to interview? 
13. I plan to go into: academic practice, private practice, multi-specialty practice, work for a hospital or hospital-

owned practice, other___. 
14. True or False – I chose to do a fellowship because I did not get enough experience during my residency in this 

subspecialty.  
15. What influenced your decision most on the programs you applied to? Location, program reputation, experience 

of previous residents/fellows you knew, advice from mentors, research productivity, other ___. 
16. Rank the factors after your interview that determined how you ranked a program from most important to least 

important: case mix, call/moonlighting opportunities, research opportunities, relationships developed during 
the interview, floor work/clinical responsibilities. 

17. Rank the most valuable part of your interview day from most valuable to least valuable: tour of facilities, 
conversations with attending staff, conversations with current fellow(s), information provided by the program 
coordinator, the dinner the evening prior/after. 

If you applied only to Adult Reconstruction Fellowships please answer questions 18-19. If you applied only to 
Musculoskeletal Oncology Fellowships, please answer questions 20-21. If you applied to both, please answer questions 
18-21. 

18. My residency program had an excellent/adequate/inadequate/bad experience in adult reconstruction. 
19. Please rank the factors below, 1 being the most important and 7 being the least important, in determining your 

reasons for choosing an Adult Reconstruction Fellowship.  
a. To gain additional experience in ROUTINE primary replacement surgery 
b. To gain additional experience in COMPLEX primary and revision replacement surgery 
c. To gain additional experience in specialized procedures such as partial knee replacement, hip 

resurfacing, etc. 
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d. Exposure to direct anterior hip replacements 
e. Exposure to hip preservation/arthroscopy/peri-acetabular osteotomies 
f. Exposure to MIS approaches 
g. Exposure to robotic assisted procedures 

20. My residency program had an excellent/adequate/inadequate/bad experience in musculoskeletal oncology. 
21. What is your main reason for choosing a Musculoskeletal Oncology Fellowship? 

a. Gain the necessary experience to become an orthopaedic oncologist 
b. Gain experience in limb salvage surgery and complex reconstruction 
c. Research 
d. Other ______ 

22. How would you describe your experience in the Match? excellent/good/fair/poor/horrible 
23. Was the Match process fair? If not, please explain. 
24. Should the Fellowship Match program continue? 
25. Were you satisfied with the SF Match? If not, please explain. 
26. Is there anything the Fellowship Match Committee should know or could do to improve the match? 
27. How did you find out about the Adult Reconstruction and Musculoskeletal Oncology Fellowship Match? 

a. SF Match website 
b. AAHKS website 
c. MSTS website 
d. AAOS website 
e. Residency program  
f. Other ______ 

28. How do you feel your experience in the match compares to the experiences of peers applying to other matching 
programs? Check all that apply.  

a. Easier 
b. More difficult 
c. Costlier 
d. Cheaper 
e. Incurred more time away 
f. Incurred less time away 
g. The process is about the same 
h. Other______ 

29. Comments: ______ 

30. Did you find the FOCAL(R) Initiative beneficial during COVID-19? Yes/No 
31. Would you like to see it continued indefinitely? Yes/No 

 


